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to cultivators on behalf of a fiim of grain merchants m a neighboming district He was known to have money with him for the purpose of these advances, and when his body was found it was manifest that he had been robbed. The body had been sent by the police to the Civil Surgeon for post mortem examination That officer found that, though it was greatly decomposed and badly devoured by jackals, he was able to certify that the skull had been smashed by some powerful weapon, and that one of the shoulder-blades had also been broken by some instrument, which, fiom the maiks on the bone seemed to have had a sharp point
No clue to the discovery of the murderers was discoveied for some days Day by day, as the law required, the reports of the local police were submitted to the District Superintendent and to me In a day or two a report came, stating that two men had been arrested; that the evidence recorded against them was that they were suddenly found to be possessed of a considerable amount of money, and that they had confessed to the crime The District Superintendent and I talked the matter over. We thought it was a case that, despite the existence of urgent business at head-quarters, necessitated a visit to the spot.
The Sirdar Bahadur and I accordingly started off very early the next morning and rode together to this jungle villager-** There we found the local police with the two men in custody. They had added to their evidence the discovery in the jungle of a lathi (or club) stained with blood, which lathi was identified by some of the villagers as belonging to one of the two men. There was, however, one very remarkable fact about the club, namely, that the bloodstains were on the thin end, not on the thick end. This aroused our suspicions, for it did not seem natural that a man designing to beat another to death would use the thin end of his club. We asked the men about the circumstances, and they told us that they had met the man in the jungle, and that the lust of gam had led them to take his life with the club and remove his purse.